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Gaurav Gogoi
urges adequate
Central support

Guwahati: Congress MP
Gaurav Gogoi has voiced
concerns over the severe
flood situation in Tripura,
urging the Central govern-
ment to provide adequate
support. The floods have
displaced over 60,000 peo-
ple and claimed 20 lives,
prompting a Rs 40 crore
relief measure from the
Centre.

Congress MP Gaurav
Gogoi has raised concerns
about the Tripura flood
situation, stating that it is
gravely concerning. Taking
to the microblogging site
X, Gogoi urged the Cen-
tral government to ensure
that people in the state are
given adequate support.He
stated, "The ongoing flood
situation in Tripura is grave-
ly concerning. More than
17 lakh people have been
impacted, and 19 have lost
their lives. My thoughts and
prayers are with the families
of those affected

China sees red after the Australian Senate
rejects UN resolution 2758 for Taiwan status

New Delhi: The Xi Jin-
ping regime is fuming af-
ter the senate in Australia,
a QUAD partner, passed
an urgency resolution on
Wednesday rejecting Bei-
jing’s misinterpretation of
the UN resolution 2758
and the international law
regarding Taiwan'’s status.

While Beijing response
is expected within a day or
so, the Australian senate
resolution moved by Sen-
ators David Fawcett and
Deborah O’Neill has made
it clear that the UN resolu-
tion was limited to a seat
in the global body and has
nothing to do with either
‘One China’ policy or the
status of Taiwan. Senator
O’Neill stated : “ Taiwan
is a leading Indo-Pacific
democracy and an import-
ant partner of Australia.
We share with Taiwan a
commitment to an open,
inclusive and stable In-
do-Pacific region.”Sena-

tor Fawcett apparently
highlighted the impact of
PRC’s strong arm tactics
and warned that the dis-
tortion of UN Resolution
2758 would weaken UN'’s
integrity and increase the
challenge to international
rule based order. China
has been using UN res-
olution 2758 to push its
‘One China’ narrative with
the entire world and co-
erces small countries and

African nations to reiter-
ate this narrative in all of
the bilateral statements.
It used to be a standard
mantra for joint statements
with India before 2010.
While China uses the UN
2758 to buttress its claim
that Taiwan is just another
province of the PRC, the
Australian interpretation
is that the resolution was
only limited to transfer of
UN seat from the Republic

of China to the People's
Republic of China. The
resolution was passed on
October 25, 1971 after the
US under Richard Nixon
had pushed for a détente
with the PRC as a count-
er-weight to the erstwhile
USSR.

It is understood that
other Australian senators
supported the resolution
stating that it directly af-
fected the peace and se-
curity of the Indo-Pacific
and asked the PRC to
stand down from its ag-
gressive behavior against
Taiwan. One senator even
called for escalation of
military activities target-
ing Taiwan. The Australian
motion follows the launch
of the 2758 initiative to
reject what they call Chi-
nese distortion of the UN
Resolution and support
Taiwan’s claim for mean-
ingful participation in UN
agencies and beyond.

Docs refuse to relent,
say will continue strike to
push for Protection Act

New Delhi: Agltated resi-

dent and junior doctors will
continue their nationwide
indefinite strike, which has
entered its 10th day on
Wednesday, to push the
Central government to en-
act a law to protect health-
care professionals. The de-
cision to continue the strike
was taken after the Indian
Medical Association, which
is the largest organisation
of healthcare professions
in the country with over 4
lakh members, called a
meeting of all resident doc-
tors associations (RDAs),
who have shunned work
since the brutal rape-mur-
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der of a Kolkata woman
doctor, to jointly chalk out
future plans.

According to Dr Dhruv
Chauhan, national council
coordinator of the Indian
Medical  Association-Ju-
nior Doctors Network, who
attended the IMA meet-
ing at its headquarters in
Delhi, the decision of all
the RDAs is to continue
the strike. “All the RDAs
have decided to continue
the strike. We don’t want
assurances, we want an
ordinance. All the RDAs
decided that strong action
was needed to awaken this
government.

PM Modi defeated by Congress's
|deology Rahul

Srinagar: Senior Con-
gress leader and Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul  Gandhi criticised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, claiming that the Con-
gress and the INDIA alliance
have shaken Modi's confi-
dence.

Addressing Congress
workers in a local hotel in
Srinagar, Gandhi stated,
“One thing has changed af-
ter the Lok Sabha polls and
you must have seen it on
TV. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s confidence has been
shaken by Congress and
the INDIA alliance. We have
broken his self-confidence
and his psychology.”

Gandhi asserted that
Modi was defeated by the
Congress ideology and the
INDIA alliance's focus on
love, unity, and respect.
“We did not resort to any vi-
olence and did not use bad
words. We told Narendra
Modi clearly that what you
think you are, you are not
that,” he added. During his

visit, Gandhi emphasized
the Congress party’'s com-
mitment to love and unity. ‘|
want to tell J&K people, es-
pecially youth, that we have
to open a shop of love in the
market of hatred. Hate can-
not be defeated by hate but
by love and affection. And we
have to unitedly defeat the
hate through love,” Gandhi
said. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, who ar-
rived in Srinagar alongside
Gandbhi, also addressed the
gathering. Kharge criticized
Modi as a “master of lies”
and urged the people not to

trust him. “If you trust in him,
you will end. If any party can
save the country, it is only
the Congress party,” Kharge
asserted. He also referred
to Modi’s past claim of se-
curing 400 seats in the par-
liamentary polls, noting that
Modi was limited to just over
200 seats. Kharge high-
lighted the security situation
in J&K under Modi’s rule,
stating that there have been
2,350 terror incidents and
377 civilian deaths in the
region. He underscored the
importance of the upcoming
J&K Assembly elections.

India denies
Bangladesh
flooding due to
Trlpura dam

New Delhi: India on
Thursday dismissed reports
that the opening of a dam on
the Gumti river in the north-
eastern state of Tripura had
caused floods in Bangla-
desh, and said the flooding
in the neighbouring coun-
try was due to waters from
large catchments down-
stream. The external affairs
ministry issued a statement
on the situation after reports,
mainly on social media in
Bangladesh, claimed the
floods were caused by the
opening of India’'s Dumbur
dam. Some reports even
implied New Delhi resorted
to such a step after the fall
of the government of former
premier Sheikh Hasina, who
stepped down and fled to
India on August 5 following
a student-led uprising. The
statement said concerns
expressed in Bangladesh
about floods in some dis-
tricts on the eastern borders
being caused by the open-
ing of the Dumbur dam in
Tripura were “factually not
correct”.

‘Satsang’ with
the deprived
in UP

Lucknow: Instead of peo-
ple going to ‘satsang’, it will
now reach out to them as
the Vishwa Hindu Parish-
ad plans padyatras to Dalit
villages and settlements for
religious awakening in the
society especially among
the deprived and downtrod-
den sections. The VHP has
planned it to be a pre-Diwali
event, keeping in mind the
drifting of Dalit communities
away from the BJP that led
to its poor showing at recent
Lok Sabha elections. Be-
sides padyatras and religions
sermons twill take place.
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Tripura floods: 4 dead, over 500 displaced
as heavy rain caus

Agartala: A total of four
people died and more than
500 people have been
forced to take refuge in re-
lief shelters across Tripura
after heavy and incessant
rainfall led to severe flood-
ing in several areas.

According to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), parts of South
Tripura have recorded
alarming levels of rain-
fall. Bagafa and Belonia
received 375 mm, while
Amarpur in Gomati Dis-
trict recorded 307 mm. The
capital city Agartala, too,
saw over 150 mm of rain-
fall, leaving many areas
submerged.

The people lost their lives
due to landslides in Amar-
pur in Gomati District, San-
tirbazar in South District,
and Mungiakami in Khowai
District. Over 20 hous-
es have also been dam-
aged in the state. “Since
last night, the heavy rain
has significantly impact-
ed many areas, leading to
rising water levels in major

*

-~

rivers like Gomati, Muhu-
ri, and Haora. We have
immediately deployed Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), State Di-
saster Response Force
(SDRF) personnel, along
with Tripura State Rifles
jawans and Tripura Police
for rescue operations," Di-
saster Management Proj-
ect Officer Dr Sarat Das
told. "Many parts of the
state, including sections of
Agartala, are underwater
as rivers continue to flow
at dangerous levels. Over
15 relief camps have been
opened so far, where more

than 500 people have
sought shelter,” Das add-
ed. Rakesh Roshan, a res-
ident of Chandrapur near
Agartala, said, “The wa-
ter levels began rising on
Monday (August 19) eve-
ning, but after midnight,
it surged suddenly. By 4
am, we had to evacuate
and take shelter in a near-
by government school.
Many people were caught
off guard while sleeping.
Young people, along with
the NDRF, joined forces
in the rescue efforts. One
boat has already arrived
for evacuations.” Another

es severe fl

ooding

affected resident, Nayama
Begum, who fled to a shel-
ter with her six children,
said, “When | woke up at
around 2 AM, | saw the wa-
ter rising rapidly. All our be-
longings are submerged.
We rushed to the shelter
house, but the elders are
still at home and will be
joining us soon. We face
this problem every year.”
Chief Minister Manik
Saha took to Facebook
to direct the authorities to
prioritise public safety and
minimise the impact of the

flooding.
“Due to intense rainfall,
several areas in South

Tripura and other districts
are experiencing severe
flooding. Relief centers
have been set up to assist
those affected. The district
administration has been
instructed to take imme-
diate action to prioritize
public safety and mitigate
the impact,” Saha wrote on
Facebook.Rescue opera-
tions across the state are
underway.

Schools Closed In Aizawl District Due
To Adverse Weather Conditions

Aizwal: The Deputy
Commissioner of Aizawl
District has announced the
closure of all schools in the
district today due to severe
weather conditions. The
decision was made to pri-
oritize the safety of children
amid the ongoing heavy
rainfall in the area. With pe-
riods of rain and thunder-
storms forecasted through-
out the day, the closure
aims to prevent any poten-
tial risks to students and
staff. In response to heavy
rainfall that hit Mizoram's
Aizawl district over the

past several hours, lead-
ing to widespread flooding,
mudslides, landslides, and
rockfalls, local authorities
have taken the unprece-
dented step of suspending
all school activities in the
area.

The decision, aimed at
ensuring the safety and
well-being of students,
comes after extensive de-
liberations and analysis of
data provided by the Indian
Meteorological Department
and other relevant sources.
The Competent Authority
has officially declared Au-

gust 22, 2024 (Thursday),
as a holiday for all schools
within the Aizawl District.
This precautionary mea-
sure has been made under
the powers conferred by
Section 30(v) in conjunc-
tion with Section 2(d) of the
Disaster Management Act,
2005, as referenced in Cir-
cular No.F.20016/12/2024-
DMR dated July 30, 2024.
Authorities  have  is-
sued a stern warning that
non-compliance with this
directive will result in pu-
nitive action under Section
51(b) of the Disaster Man-

Foxes attack residents in North Guwahati,
8 Critically Injured

Guwahati: A group of
fox attacked residents in
North Guwahati leaving 8
persons seriously injured.
The injured persons were
later rushed to AIIMS and
Gauhati Medical College
and Hospital for treat-
ment.

The victims, identified as
Parmananda Boro, Bhara-
ti Boro, Ranjan Boro, Ram
Singh Aufe, and four oth-

it
ers, are currently in criti-
cal condition, with doctors
closely monitoring their
progress. This wave of fox
attacks has instilled deep

fear among the residents,
disrupting their sleep and
daily routines. The situa-
tion has escalated to such
an extent that the local
community has taken up
arms, forming vigilance
groups. Armed with bam-
boo sticks, these groups,
alongside the police and
forest department person-
nel, are patrolling the area
at night in search of foxes.

Rhythms of
Manipur to
perform in

Vietnam

Imphal: A 10 - member
troupe of the international-
ly acclaimed music group,
Rhythms of Manipur will par-
ticipate in the upcoming third
Festival of India, ‘Namaste
Vietnam’ slated to be held in
three different places of Ho
Chi Minh city from August
25 to 27. The Consul Gen-
eral of India in Ho Chi Minh,
Madan Mohan Sethi extend-
ed an invitation to Rhythms
of Manipur to perform during
the festival being organised
by the Indian Consulate to
commemorate the 52nd an-
niversary of Vietnam-India
diplomatic relations through
activities in various fields,
stated a release. It stated
that the group will showcase
music numbers including
the national award winning
fusion music composition
the Dancing Drummers and
the State song Sana Lei-
bak Manipur for three days
during the festival. The in-
augural event will be held
at Rex Hotel Saigon at 5.30
pm. in which Rhythms of
Manipur will present

Security forces rescue
abducted individual in
Imphal East

Imphal: The Police Con-
trol Room, Manipur Police
on Monday rescued an ab-
duction victim and arrested
two individuals involved in
the abduction and extortion
case. The arrested per-
sons are Md Juma Khan,
34, and Ram Bahadur
Khadkar, 44, from Imphal
East, stated a release.

Further in another case,
Manipur Police rescued
another kidnapped per-
son at Thoubal and ar-
rested five individuals, it
stated. The are Khoirom
Sanathoi Meitei, 23, Thok-
chom Mothomar Meitei,
18, Laisharam Ahendrajit
Meitei, 31, Phandom Ango
Singh, 18, Haorokcham
Chitranjan Singh, 31, it
mentioned. During the last
24 hours, the situation in
the state was under con-
trol, it said.Search opera-
tions and area domination
were conducted by se-
curity forces in the fringe

and vulnerable areas of
hill and valley districts,
it mentioned. During the
search operations, one 22
Rifle, 39 live ammunitions,
seven blank cartridge, 28
ILLUM JMK ammunition,
20 MK 12 T ammunition,
15 HE Hand Grenades,
seven tube launching, one
magazine box, one walkie
talkie set with charger, one
Tripal plastic blue in colour
from Champhai Hill, Imphal
East, were seized. Manipur
Police arrested two individ-
uals namely Md Nurhaman
alias Nurahaman, 51, and
Ibem, both residents of

Kwakta, Bishnupur from
Terakhongsangbi, Bishnu-
pur District.

Further from their pos-
session, suspected Opium
weighing 5.587 kgs. and
brown colored powder
(suspected to be brown
sugar/heroin) weighing
1.006 kgs were seized, it
stated.

Sanitation workers stage
half-naked protest in
Bongaigaon

Bongaigaon: Sanitation
workers, led by the Safai
Karamcharis Association,
staged a half-naked pro-
test outside the Bongaiga-
on Municipality office on
Tuesday, demanding bet-
ter wages and housing.
The demonstration took
place during the ongoing
state assembly session,
drawing attention to the
workers' hardships.

The sanitation workers
currently receive an hono-
rarium of just Rs 3,000, an
amount they claim is insuf-
ficient to cover their basic
needs. Despite earlier talks
between the government
and workers, including dis-
cussions held at Badam-
ba, no solutions have been
reached. Bhim Basfor, the

central president of the
Safai Karamcharis Asso-
ciation, expressed frus-
tration, stating that while
municipalities are being
awarded for cleanliness
efforts, it is coming at the
expense of the sanitation
workers' well-being.

He criticized the lack
of attention from both the
government and munic-
ipalities toward the per-
sistent issues faced by
these essential workers.
The protest is part of a
larger movement pressing
for justice, with housing
and improved pay being
the key demands. How-
ever, there has been no
response from the govern-
ment yet on addressing
their grievances.
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Why Reliance shares galned ahead of upcoming AGM

Guwahati: Shares of
Reliance Industries rose
1% to Rs 3,022.65 in ear-
ly trade on Friday, pushing
its market capitalization
near the Rs 20.5 lakh crore
mark.

The shares of the com-
pany rose as a result of
increasing optimism from
both domestic and glob-
al brokerage firms ahead
of the company's Annual
General Meeting (AGM) on
August 29.

Analysts are forecasting
significant announcements
related to the possible de-
merger or separate listings
of the company’s telecom
and retail divisions. Ber-
nstein remains bullish on
Reliance Industries, driven
largely by Reliance Jio’s
growth momentum. The
brokerage has raised its
target price for RIL, citing
higher valuations due to
recent tariff hikes by the
telecom arm that outpaced
previous expectations and
the completion of its 5G
rollout.

The brokerage project-

ellan

Industries Limit d
Growth is Llfe - .

ed 16% compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) in rev-
enue and a 20% CAGR in
earnings before interest,
taxes, depreciation, and
amortization (EBITDA)
for Jio over the next three
years. It expects the bene-
fits of the recent tariff hikes
to be reflected in FY2025.
Bernstein also noted that
Reliance's retail operations
have focused on operation-
al efficiency by moderating
capital expenditure and ra-
tionalizing store operations.
Meanwhile,  oil-to-chemi-
cals (O2C) earnings have
remained stable. The bro-
kerage has now revised

|
its target price for Reliance
Industries from Rs 3,190 to
Rs 3,440. It may be noted
that RIL’s stock has gained
around 17% in 2024 so
far, and the next phase of
growth is expected to come
from 5G monetisation and
the scaling up of broad-
band services.

CLSA has also main-
tained its 'Outperform' rec-
ommendation for Reliance
Industries with a price tar-
get of Rs 3,300 per share.

Other market observers
are watching for updates
during the AGM on the
company’s new energy
business, its debt status,

and its capital expenditure
plans. The demerger of re-
tail and/or telecom is anoth-
er focal point for investors.

According to Reliance's
FY24 annual report, the
company is poised to tap
into financial markets when
needed to raise capital for
its growth plans. In partic-
ular, the company high-
lighted the progress in its
new energy business, an-
nouncing advancements in
setting up five giga facto-
ries as part of its ambition
to achieve net carbon zero
by 2035. In the O2C seg-
ment, challenges persist
with weaker petrochemical
margins due to new ca-
pacity additions and muted
demand. However, refining
margins remain robust,
driven by steady global oil
demand.

Reliance’s digital busi-
ness has also been a high-
light, with the company un-
derscoring the advantages
of its 5G rollout via stand-
alone architecture, which
sets it apart from competi-
tors.

Ola plans dark stores
Krutrim cloud for ONDC

Guwahati: Ride-hailing
firm Ola Cabs on Thurs-
day announced its plan
to set up fully automated
dark stores and state-of-
the-art fulfilment centres,
deploy electric two-wheel-
ers and offer one year of
free Krutrim cloud for all
ONDC (Open Network for
Digital Commerce) suppli-
ers, applicable for startups
and SMEs, under a fair us-
age policy. Ola Consumer,
the rebranded name of Ola
Cabs, is looking at revolu-
tionizing the warehousing
space that supercharg-
es the commerce supply
chain, the company said. It
said ONDC will be the UPI

moment for commerce and
will make a democratic eco-
system that will bring down
the cost of commerce. To
further support this grow-
ing ecosystem, Ola Con-
sumer will offer one year
of free Krutrim Cloud for all
ONDC suppliers, applica-
ble for startups and SMEs,
under a fair usage policy.
In addition, D2C brands
will also be given one year
of free access to Krutrim
Cloud, it said. “65% of the
overall two-wheeler market
is motorbikes, and though
electric penetration in the
scooter category has al-
ready reached 21%" Agar-
wal said.

Sebi imposes 5-year trading
ban on Anil Ambani

Mumbai: Markets regula-
tor Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has
barred industrialist Anil Am-
bani and 24 other entities,
including former key officials
of Reliance Home Finance
from the securities market
for five years for diversion of
funds from the company.

Sebi has imposed a Rs
25 crore penalty on Am-
bani and banned him from
any association with the
securities market, includ-
ing serving as a director or
Key Managerial Personnel
(KMP) in any listed com-
pany or intermediary regis-
tered with the regulator, for
a period of five years. Addi-
tionally, the regulator barred
Reliance Home Finance
from the securities market
for six months and fined it
Rs 6 lakh. n its 222-page fi-
nal order, Sebi revealed that
Anil Ambani and RHFL's top
executives orchestrated a
fraudulent scheme to divert
funds from RHFL under the
guise of loans to entities
connected to him.Despite
the RHFL Board of Directors
issuing firm directives to halt
such lending practices and

regularly reviewing corpo-
rate loans, the management
disregarded these instruc-

tions.Sebi concluded that
the fraudulent scheme was
executed by Ambani and
the KMPs of RHFL, funnel-
ling funds through credit-un-
worthy conduit borrowers,
all of whom were linked to
Ambani himself. The market
regular also said that Anil
Ambani leveraged his posi-
tion as the "chairperson of
the ADA group" and his indi-
rect shareholding in RHFL's
holding company to execute
this scheme. Sebi noted
that loans worth hundreds
of crores were approved
for companies with little to
no assets, cash flow, or
revenue, suggesting a de-
liberate intent behind these
loans. Most of these bor-
rowers defaulted, resulting
in RHFL's own debt default
and its eventual resolution
under the RBI Framework.

Zomato
shares rise
4%

New Delhi: Shares of
Zomato saw a sharp rise
of 4% in early trade on Fri-
day, reflecting positive in-
vestor sentiment surround-
ing the company’s latest
acquisition plan. At 12:37
pm, Zomato's shares were
up 3.57%, trading at Rs
267 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE).

The uptick comes in the
wake of Zomato’s Rs 2,048
crore deal to acquire Pay-
tm’s entertainment ticket-
ing business. Under this
deal, Paytm will transfer its
movie ticketing arm to Or-
bgen, while its sports and
events ticketing will go to
Wasteland Entertainment,
both of which will now be-
come wholly-owned sub-
sidiaries of Zomato. An-
alysts are bullish on the
acquisition, seeing it as a
strategic move to bolster
Zomato’s newly launched
“District” app, which aims
to tap into the growing
‘going-out” market, en-
compassing entertainment
ticket bookings and dining
reservations

Byju's employees may sue firm over
unpaid salaries as insolvency looms

Bangalore: Challenges
continue to mount for By-
ju's, once celebrated as
the posterboy of India's
growing startup ecosys-
tem, as its employees are
now considering legal ac-
tion as they struggle to re-
ceive their salaries.

The insolvency crisis at
ed-tech giant Byju's has
sparked widespread con-
cern among its employ-
ees, reported news agen-
cy Reuters.

The report highlights
the growing desperation
among the workforce as
they try to find a way to
get away from what could
become the largest insol-
vency in India's tech start-

YJU'S

once

up sector.
considered the epitome
of success in the startup
ecosystem, was valued
at $22 billion in 2022.The

Byju's,

company rose to fame
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic by offering online
courses, which were in
high demand as traditional
education methods were
disrupted. However, the
company is now embroiled
in a legal battle with US
lenders who are seeking to
recover $1 billion in unpaid
dues.

The situation has left
thousands of Byju's em-
ployees in a precarious
position. Many have not
been paid for months,

leading to mounting frus-
tration and anxiety. In
interviews conducted by
Reuters, employees ex-
pressed their concerns
about their financial stabil-
ity and their ability to meet
basic needs. One such
employee, Sukirti Mishra,
who previously earned Rs
1 lakh per month teach-
ing mathematics at Byju's
subsidiary WhiteHat Jr.,
shared her struggles on a
conference call with about
60 other employees. "A lot
of people, including my-
self, have stopped taking
classes because there's
no point doing charity for
the company anymore,"
Sukirti Mishra, 29, told Re-
uters.

Mishra, like many of her
colleagues, has stopped
conducting classes, stat-
ing that there is no point
in working for a compa-
ny that no longer pays its
employees. She now fac-
es pressure from parents
whose children were en-
rolled in her courses, while
she herself is struggling to
pay medical bills and loan
installments.
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Neeraj Chopra digs deep in
Lausanne to extend incredible
2174-day streak

Lusaan :Neeraj Chopra,
throughout his illustrious

career, has consistent-
ly found different ways to
leave his mark. Some-
times, it has been one-
and-done -- a massive
throw right out of the gate,
ensuring a podium finish.
But in recent years, the
javelin star has shown an
increasing ability to battle
pressure and dig deep,
as he did on Thursday at
the Lausanne Diamond
League. It's been 2,174
days since Neeraj Chopra
finished outside the top
three in a javelin compe-
tition. He has secured a
podium finish in 23 con-
secutive competitions-a re-
markable streak that dates
back to 2020.

In Lausanne, one of his
favourite hunting grounds,
Neeraj seemed off his
game during the first four of

his six throws. His attempts
read 82.10m, 83.21m,
83.13m, and 82.34m.
Many wondered if the dou-
ble Olympic medallist had
rushed his return after the
Paris Games, especially
after citing a groin injury
concern just two weeks
prior. Neeraj had much to
process from the Olym-
pics. He was dethroned
as the reigning champion
and openly discussed how
a long-standing groin inju-
ry had impacted his per-
formance on the sport's
biggest stage. His team
hinted that Neeraj might
take a break and consider
surgery -- a procedure that
had been delayed for quite
some time. It seemed that
taking a break, consult-
ing doctors, and returning
fresher and fitter next sea-
son might have been the
wiser choice for Neeraj.

Umran Malik focused
on Duleep trophy after
recovering from Dengue

New Delhi: Young India fast bowler Umran Malik is
focused on Duleep Trophy after recovering from Den-
gue. Notably, Duleep Trophy is all set to begin from 5th
September 2024 in Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh and M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru. Malik has been put in
Team C alongside Suryakumar Yadav, Ruturaj Gaikwad ,
Sai Sudharsan, Rajat Patidar among others. Recenly, the
24-year-old opened up on his preparations for the domes-
tic tournament and hoped to do well for his team in the

tournament.

“I am feeling better and now | am fully focused on the
preparation of the Duleep trophy at NCA. | hope, | will be
doing good in this season for my team,” Malik said. Malik
didn’t have a memorable outing in the previous domes-
tic season picking just four wickets from five matches at
an average of 38.50 in the Ranji Trophy 2023-24 for Jam-
mu & Kashmir. Earlier, he failed to leave his mark in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2023 with six wickets from seven
matches at an average of 35.83 and an economy of 8.26.
Malik had a forgettable time in the Vijay Hazare Trophy as
well, where he went wicketless in the only game he played
leaking 68 runs from eight overs. In the Indian Premier
League 2024 (IPL 2024), the speedster featured in just one
game and was hammered for 15 runs in the solitary over.

Carlos Alcaraz still baffled at himself over
shocking racquet-smashing act at Cincinnati

Chinchinati: Carlos Al-
caraz is looking to reset
and focus as he prepares
for the upcoming US Open
following a turbulent end to
his summer season. After a
successful run that includ-
ed winning both the French
Open and Wimbledon and
securing a silver medal
at the Olympics, Alcaraz
faced a surprising defeat
against Gael Monfils in
the Cincinnati Open's sec-
ond round. Describing the
match as the worst of his
career, Alcaraz struggled
to control his emotions,
smashing his racket multi-
ple times and visibly frus-
trated by his performance.
"l couldn't play. Honestly,
I'd been practicing really
well," Alcaraz said."The
previous days, | was feel-
ing great, hitting the ball
clear, moving well. | don't
know what happened. "I
don't know how 1 felt like
this. | couldn't control my-
self. Alcaraz’s unexpected
loss came in his first hard-
court match since March,

spotlighting a challenging
transition from his strong
performances on clay and
grass earlier in the sum-
mer. Despite practicing
well before the game, Al-
caraz could not replicate
his form and struggled to
adapt to the hard court,
leading to his defeat. He
acknowledged his difficulty
finding any positives from
the game and wanted to
move past the setback
quickly.

"It's really difficult to find
some good stuff from this

match. So, | want to for-
get it and try to move on.
Il go to New York and try
to practise well, get used
to those courts." Flushing
Meadows holds special
significance for him, as it
was the site of his grand
slam breakthrough in 2022
when he won his first ma-
jor title as a teenager. With
four grand slam titles to his
name, Alcaraz is a strong
contender despite his re-
cent dip in form.

However, Alcaraz will
face stiff competition from

several top players, includ-
ing Novak Djokovic and
Jannik Sinner. Djokovic,
who outplayed Alcaraz to
win gold at the Paris Olym-
pics, has regained form af-
ter a disappointing start to
the season. On the other
hand, Sinner showed his
strength on the hard court
by winning the Cincinnati
titte. Other threats include
Daniil Medvedev and Alex-
ander Zverev, both strong
competitors on hard courts.

Despite the challenges
ahead, Alcaraz is deter-
mined to finish the season
strong and aims to reclaim
the world number one rank-
ing by the end of the year.
He is focused on playing
great tennis and achieving
consistent results in the re-
maining tournaments. "I'm
focused on going to every
tournament, thinking about
playing great tennis, doing
a good result to get better
in the race," Alcaraz said.
"Ending the year as num-
ber one is one of my main
goals."

Real Madrid held to draw by Mallorca
in Kylian Mbappé’s La Liga debut

Madrid: Defending
Spanish champion Real
Madrid had to settle for a
1-1 draw against Mallor-
ca in its La Liga season
opener.In Kylian Mbappé'’s
league debut, Real sur-
vived a sluggish start to
take the lead through Ro-
drygo’s wonderful, curled
effort after 13 minutes,
latching onto Vinicius Jr.’s
backheel.

But  Vedat Murigi’s
thumping header from Dani
Rodriguez’s corner leveled
the score seven minutes
into the second half.Both
sides had chances to win
the match in the closing
stages, but neither was
able to find the crucial win-
ning goal. Real defender
Ferland Mendy was then
shown a straight red card
in stoppage time for a late
lunge on Murigi as he at-
tempted to stop a Mallorca
counterattack. “I was hap-
py with some of the draws
last season, but not today
because we could have
done a lot better,” manag-
er Carlo Ancelotti said after

the match. “l don’'t want to
make excuses for any-
thing, but we just need to
do better and with a better
attitude. We can learn a lot
from this match. It's quite
clear where our problems
could come from.

“We struggled defensive-
ly, we struggled to win the
ball back and to press after
losing the ball. We have to
improve on that. When we
talk about the defensive
performance, we’re talking
above all about attitude and
collective commitment.

“When we regain the ball,

we all have to think about
it as a team. It's a problem
for the forwards and the
defense. It's a team prob-
lem, and in this match, they
didn’t understand that this
was a very important fac-
tor. Mallorca played very
well defensively, better than
us. | think the draw is a fair
result.” After scoring in his
club debut in Real's 2-0
UEFA Super Cup win over
Atalanta last week, Mbap-
pé was largely quiet. Else-
where, Real's bitter rival
Barcelona kicked off its La
Liga season with a 2-1 win.

NSC clears
stance on

appointment of
BCB directors

Dhaka: The National
Sports Council has claimed,
on Friday, they have nomi-
nated two new representa-
tives as directors of Ban-
gladesh Cricket Board on
the basis of Philosophy of
Jurisprudence. Earlier, NSC
nominated Jalal Yunus and
Sajjadul Alam as BCB di-
rectors. The constitution
allows NSC to have five
councillors on the board,
with the authority to appoint
two of them as directors in
the 25-member board of
directors. In the last board
meeting where Faruque
was elected as BCB presi-
dent, both Jalal and Sajjadul
were replaced respective-
ly by Nazmul Abedin and
Faruque. Confusions were
created as Sajjadul decided
not to resign from his post
as BCB director after Jalal
decided to do so in order
to pave ways for Nazmul
Abedin. Sajjadul claimed
to media that the way NSC
took away his councillorship
and BCB.




